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1. At 0900 on 22 February 1955, the observin: vessel put into Windau Harbor.
Thick pack-ice was met between the north and the south jetty and the ship 25X1
could get through only with the assistance of an older-type icebreaker
of about 800 horsepower, and between 30 and 35 meters long. The pilot boat,
which left its berth in response to a flashing call, only proceeded as far
as the nouth of the river beiween the jetty heads to meet the incoming ship.
The pilot who gave his conning ccmmands in bad English did not enter into
any ccnversation. The observing ship moared alongside the custem house
upstrean from the bend of the river on the east bank.
2. ‘in comparison to the clearing fcrmalities in 25X1

Riga in October 1954 the inward clearing in :.indau was rather casually handled.
The clearing party consisted of two men only who did not insist on assembling

of the crew, nor did they check the crewmembers with the pictures in the
passports or search the holds or other spaces cn the ship. Only cameras
ond binoculars had to be collecied and locked up, and the binoculars were

returned before the wardrobe was gealed. Tobaccc, and spirits were left frec.

The checking took about 30 minutes and

was

confined to clearing the bills of lading and the customs documents. During
the ship's stay in harbor, one sentry armed with u pictol was posted at
the ship and & second sentry armed with a rifle or sometimes only with a

pistol, stood watch about 4C meters upstreain from the ship, Tre two

gsentries wore black fur coats (with the furs inside), fur caps with the
soviet star and feld boots. No service color was visible.

3, The clearing formalities finished, every crewnenver received a griyish-
sreen shore peruit, size abcut 10 by 25 centimeters. The permit consisted of
two parts, one being a counterfoil wiich was detached by the sentry who'mpt
it. The text on the front page was wcrded exclusively in Russian, and even
the names of the helders were inserted in C-rillic letters. Instructions

25X1

for conduct ashcre wereprinted on the back i: Russian ang English; indicating

a..ong other things that the shore perrit was valid only/&Bnnection with a
passport or discharge b:iok containing a picture of the holder and whose

nunber was niarked on the frent of the shore permit, that shore leave was
unlirited, but that the permit holder had to report to the pass checking
office every 24 hours, and that the holder hud to observe

lews while ashore to avoid inconveniences.
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Following a slope on the east bank of the river a ccncrete pier with a
wooden edge was located upstream from the bend of the W.ndau river.

This pier was estimated to be sbout 2.5 meters above the water surface

ags the inclination of the gangway seemed to indicate. The water alongside
the pier was at least 6 meters deep. The concrete pier begen about 200
meters upriver from the customhouse marked on the chart. Two older-type
2.5-ton electric cranes installed there were followed by four or five
S5=ton motor cranes, several years old. A ten-ton luffing crane followed
as a distance. It also was several years old and was no in operation
while the ship was in harbor., One or two so-called 7.5 ton Stalin-type
cranes (with a counterweight at the rear) were located a little couth

of the latter. One or two Soviet ships took on coal at the time. The

S5 CARA and the S5 GENERAL BEKGMANN were seen in the post. A ship
anchored in stream 500 meters north of the bridge spanning the river

touk on coal from two floating cranes of about five tons lifting
capacity, one each lying along side on the port and the starboard side

of the respective ship. A ship = ored in stream was seen there at any
time; the name of the charging ships cculd not be identified. Cne railroud
track ran along the concrete pier 3 to 4 meters from its edge and twc other
trecks on the off side. In deviation from the position indicated on the
chart, the sheds were located east of the tracks, and not between the
tracks. The observed believed that at least one of the tracks necessarily
ran along the river in a southerly direction; as turnpikes were erected
just in front of the bridge spaming the river. He could, however,

only rember the turnpikes but not the tracks.

Two Soviet tankers were moored to dolphins a little downstream from the
bridge near the slope of the east banx. The two tankers, a smaller and a
larger one, of unidentified size were in ballast and had no steam up. The
observer did not recollect whether pipelines or cil tanks were located in
this area. The bridge rested on plain pontoons. The wooden road on the
bridge, with elevated side waulks on each side was not large enough to allow
the pas.age of two vehicles at the same time. The bridge shook heavily
whenever a truck was crossing it. A snow-covered slightly sloping hilly
area was located opposite the berth of the observing vessel und people were
observed skiing there every day.

On 23 February 1955| |1t was 25X1
pretty cold {the temperature beinz between 5 and 10 degrees centigrade
below freezing point). enormous number of people in 25X

the streets and] [ large number of soldiers (and naval
personnel). The percentage of civilians and soldiers was annroximatf%%
about

25X1

5C percent of the perscnnel in uniform had red black<bordered epaulets,

about 10 percent black red-bordered epaulets while 40 percent were heavy

personnel | estimate rather - 25X1
rough.| despite the prevailing

cold weather, many military soldiers wore only field coats (non-quillted
one)[:::::::j]only a few of them went about in great coats, The members 25X1
of the Soviet Navy wore blue shirt-like blouses with a waistbelt; as to

headwear some of them wore flat sailor's hats while other wore visored caps

or no headwear at all. Mo military vehicles were observed.

Al;)ﬁ;gpkgj in Windau carried distinguishing letter "X" 25X1
Most of the vehicles were old 3.5-ton trucks painted

dark gray. All sedans observed were older-type vehicles in poor state of repair
with the exception of one blick and well-kept 7IS-sedan. An old Opel-Radett-type
sedan was observed among other cars. | the displays in the 25X1
shop rather poor. a white shirt with blue stripes of inferior 25X1
quality costing 57 rubles. A quewe was assembled in front of a small wooden 25X1
vendoris stall 25X 1
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